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Sub j e ct :     Women's  Land  Army  on  Victory  Farm  Volunteers .     I nf o rmat i or 
Extension  Service  of  the  T7ar  Food  Administration. 

Spring  is  just  around  the  corner.    Maybe  it  is  a  little  too  es 
in  your  bones.    But  you  can  see  the  signs  plainly  enough. 

!7as  there  an  inkling  that  the  season  of  planting  and  grov/ihg  was  in  the  offing 
when  Junior  came  home  from  school  afire  with  enthusiasm  for  working  on  the  farm 
this  summer?    He  said  that  he  and  Bill  and  John  were  going  to  take  a.  class  in  farm- 
ing.   Yes  sir-ee,  they  were  going  to  study  farming  and  get  out  on  a  real  farm  'cause 
the  farmers  needed  them. 

Thousands  of  sciiools  like  Junior' s  are  signing  up  young  folks  more  than  14  years 
of  age.    March  is  about  as  late  as  classes  can  start  to  give  the  boys  and  girls 
training  in  farm  work.     The  boys  and  girls  are  cautioned  to  watch  out  too,  for  such 
things  as  sunburn,  poison  ivy,  and  wood  ticks.     They  learn  the  use  of  farm  tools. 
They  get  out  on  an  actual  farm  to  see  what  it  feels  like.     They  learn  to  do  simple 
farm  chores  and  to  observe  rules  of  safety.    They  will  be  among  the  nearly  1,200,000 
young  people  needed  this  year  to  help  the  farmers  grow  pnd  harvest  another  large  < 
crop  to  meet  war  food  goals.     They  will  form  the  nation's  Victory  Farm  Volunteers. 
The  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  reports  farmers  are  already  speaking  for  help 
from  both  the  Victory  Farm  Volunteers  and  the  Women's  Land  Army.     Farmers  want  to 
know  how  much  nelp  they  can  get  before  they  put  in  the  crops.    A  northern  Minnesota 
county  needs  50  women  to  drive  tractors;  truck  farmers  in  Maine  want  to  make  sure 
they  will  have  someone  to  harvest  the  vegetables;  California  vineyardists  are  asking 
for  the  same  fine  women  workers  they  had  last  year  to  pick  the  grapes. 

The  war  food  need  is  even  greater  this  year  than  last,    ^e  must  grow  more  food 
this  year.-  Botn  military  and  lend-lease  requirements  are  larger;  end  shipments  for 
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European  relief  will,  no  doubt,  be  more  important.    Young  people  and  women  must 
furnish  much  of  the  extra  labor  to  grow  the  extra  food. 

Already  the  women  are  planning  to  do  their  share,  too.  Teachers  looking  for- 
ward to  summer  vacation  want  to  make  those  months  count  in  war  service. 

This  year  many  of  them  are  considering  the  Women's  Land  Array  —  .just  about  as 
much  of  a  change  as  one  could  ask  for.     They  see  themselves  driving  the  tractor 
with  the  wind  in  their  hair,  bringing  in  the  cows  as  the  sun  gets  low  in  the  West; 
they  covet  the  nights  of  undisturbed  sleep  when  they  are  .just  too  tired  to  stay 
awake , 

College  girls  are  now  considering  the  lend  as  a  place  for  patriotic  service 
this  summer.     This  month  many  colleges  are  having  a  ^omen's  Land  Army  day.  The 
State  Women's  Land  Army  supervisor  is  there  to  tell  them  about  the  opportunities  of 
service  and  answer  any  questions  the  girls  have  in  mind.     Last  year,  units  from 
Smith  College,  Vassar,  Wheaton,  Massachusetts  St^te,  Ohio  State,  and  many  others 
made  an  enviable  record  as  war  workers  on  the  farm.     They  handled  the  dairy  while 
farmers  worked  in  the  fields,  pasteurizing  and  bottling  the  milk  and  often  deliv- 
ering it  to  the  city  doorstep.     They  kept  the  dairy  clean;  they  milked  the  cows, 
weeded  the  huge  vegetable  fields  on  modern  truck  farms,  harvested  and  packed 
vegetables  for  shipment,  picked  and  packed  peaches,  tomatoes,  cherries,  grapes,  and 
many  other  food  products.    They  worked  in  the  hayfields  and  ran  the  tractors. 

Businesswomen  with  shorter  vacations  are  planning  no1/'  to  take  them  at  the  peak 
of  agricultural  harvest,  maybe. in  strawberry-picking  time  or  when  the  peaches  are 
ripe.    A  little  planning  in  the  spring  and  strggering  of  vacations  during  the  local 
big  harvest  time  might  actually  s^ve  food  needed  by  the  soldiers. 

Sundays,  too,  for  both  businesswomen,  homemakers  and  schoolgirls  and  boys  can 
add  up  to  a  great  deal  of  labor  —  the  difference  between  losing  or  saving  a.  vital 
food  crop.     The  whole  family  can  go  together  on  emergency  calls.    rThen  a  local 
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emergency  exists  --'wh^n  the -Strawberries  or  tomatoes  or  beans  are  just  ripe  for 
picking  end  the  expected  help  does  not  arrive,  the  call  will  go  out  on  the  radio 
end  through  the  press.    Will  the  -'omen,  and  youth  he  ready  to  do  their  part  in 
getting  it  safely  to  the  canning  plant  or  market.     It  is  not  too  early  to  begin  to 
think  about  summer  plans  for  the  farm.     In  war  there  is  no  time  to  waste.  The 
farm  offers  -'omen  and  young  folks  a  chance  to  serve  their  country  in  a  vital  way* 
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